OK Index Data Results 



Introducing the Open Knowledge Index 



OpenEcon 

Open Knowledge Foundation 

October 21, 2011 



OpenEcon Introducing the Open Knowledge Index 



OK Index Data Results 



Open Knowledge Index 



www . openknowledgeindex . com 



Team: 
Rosamaria Biletti, Velichka Dimitrova, Dirk Heine, Richard Littauer, 

David Rogers, Nannette Schliebner, Massimiliano Trovato, Guo Xu 



Join the project! 



OpenEcon Introducing the Open Knowledge Index 



OK Index Data Results 



Why an Open Knowledge Index 



Open Knowledge Index has been designed to 

O picture the process of opening up data, information and 
knowledge 

• across countries 

• stray period 

Q create an instrument to assess the impact of opening up 
knowledge 

• on innovation activity 

• and how this translates to public and private sector benefits 
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Sample 



• First Release (August 2011) is limited to cross-country 
documentation in 2009. 

• 38 countries covered: OECD and BRIC. 

• Coming up: extension over space and time. 

• The composite index relies on various data sources: 
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Dimensions 



The Open Knowledge Index captures three dimensions: 

• Capability - ability to actually access knowledge (potential) 

• Legislation - governmental acts to provide open data / 
knowledge (empowerment) 

• OK Society - activity of the civil society in the open data 
eco-system (realization) 
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Variables 



Capability 

• Tertiary education rate [World Bank] 

• Fixed broadband Internet subscribers (per 100 people) [OECD] 

• Newspaper circulation rate [World Bank] 

• Press freedom [Reporters without Borders] 
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Variables 



Legislation 

• Years since first Freedom of Information legislation [OECD] 

• Depth of Freedom of Information legislation [OECD] 

• Open Budget Index [Open Budget Partnership] 

• Effective access to information [World Bank] 
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Variables 



Open Knowledge Society 

• Number of Wikipedia edits per 100.000 inhabitants [Wikipedia] 

• Open Source Index [Red Hat] 

• Gl Civil Society Index [World Bank] 
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Technical details 



O Take z-scores of each variable to make them comparable. 

O Calculate sub-indices for Capability, Legislation and Open 
Knowledge Society as an average aggregate of the respective 
variables. 

O Finally, sub-indices are aggregated to yield the final Open 
Knowledge Index. After normalization of the index take 
values between and 1 with higher values indicating better 
Open Knowledge performance. 

A note on weighting: since weights are often arbitary, we have two 
approaches: 

• arithmetic average (equal weights) 

• use public votes by opening up the Index (Yourtopia) 
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Country Ranking 
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Country Ranking in Sub-Dimensions 
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Country Ranking in Sub-Dimensions 
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Happiness and Open Knowledge 





Open Knowledge Index & Happiness 
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Correlation of Economic Development and Open Knowledge 





Open Knowledge Index & GDP 
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Join! 



Get involved and help us: 

• to find additional data sources 

• extend the sample over countries and over years 

• carry out socio-economic analysis with the index. 

www . openknowledgeindex . com 

mailing list: 

http: //lists .okfn.org/mailman/listinfo/open-economics 
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